NOTE TO ALL MATCH OFFICIALS
The RFU would like to remind Match Officials that the use of obscene and offensive language is contrary to the spirit and ethos of the game as set out in the iRB Playing Charter and the RFU codes of conduct for player and spectators (see page 446 of the RFU Handbook).
Verbal abuse of Match Officials is contrary to the laws of the game (see law 10.4(k)).  The same law which covers all acts contrary to good sportsmanship, can be used by referees for incidents of unacceptable player to player abuse.

A note to the game has been issued informing all players that the RFU intends to take steps to tackle the use of excessively profane language on the pitch and abuse of other players and officials.    Players have been told that all referees will be enforcing law 10.4(k) henceforth on a strict basis within the playing enclosure.
As match officials you must now take action if you hear or become aware of any unacceptable abuse or offensive action by players either player to player or to a match official.

Any player who is regarded by the match officials as having breached law 10.4(k) is liable to a severe warning and/or suffer the sanction of a penalty kick and in extreme or persistent cases he may be dismissed from the field of play.  Law 10.4(k), Acts contrary to good sportsmanship, states that “a player must not do anything that is against the spirit of good sportsmanship in the playing enclosure.
Match officials must also always report on the appropriate form any unacceptable abuse or offensive language by coaches, spectators or others from the touchline.   Match Officials must also deal appropriately with any unacceptable abuse or offensive language from those on the touchline to players.   It is your duty to report such behaviour and then it is for the RFU to decide what action to take.

Match officials must also follow the relevant provisions of the code of conduct for match officials (applicable to the level of rugby at which they are officiating) as set out on page 444 of the RFU Handbook, and should not use offensive or profane language themselves when dealing with players.
Your full co-operation is sought for this important initiative, as, it is vital that the traditional spirit and ethos of the game is upheld.

Encs:

(1)
RFU codes of conduct for players, spectators and match officials; 

(2)
Match Official Abuse Form
